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Hon Alanna Clohesy; Hon Helen Morton 

FAMILY AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE REFUGE SERVICES — ELLENBROOK 
919. Hon ALANNA CLOHESY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to priority 5, action 18 in the Department for Child Protection and Family Support’s Freedom from Fear 
Action Plan 2015, which states — 

“Increase capacity of, and improved access to Women’s Refuges in the metropolitan area”.  
This includes supporting reform in the refuge sector to improve emergency access to crisis 
accommodation for women and children at extreme risk and establishing a new family and domestic 
violence accommodation service in Ellenbrook. 

(1) How much new funding will be provided to the new family and domestic violence accommodation 
service in Ellenbrook? 

(2) What new frontline services will be established under this action item? 
(3) How much funding will be provided to new frontline services? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of the question. 

(1) “Freedom from Fear: Working towards the elimination of family and domestic violence in Western 
Australia” is an action plan that aims to increase safety for women and children experiencing family 
and domestic violence. The action plan was developed by 15 government agencies and 19 community 
sector agencies, and identifies the key areas for a comprehensive and coordinated response to 
perpetrators, including trialling new and innovative interventions, collaborative responses across 
government and strengthening legislation. Through the Freedom from Fear campaign, we will all 
understand and become much more aware of this violence and how it reaches every corner of our 
community. More importantly, we will be able to respond more appropriately and not shy away from 
holding perpetrators accountable. It is time to focus on perpetrators of violence and abuse to hold them 
accountable and make sure we have a strong and consistent response to these abhorrent crimes, in 
particular the funding for the new Ellenbrook facility. The recurrent funding is $337 506. The capital 
spend for that was more than $700 000. 

(2) A new 24/7 metropolitan emergency response service is being established and will take a lead 
coordination and facilitation role across the Perth metropolitan area. This new approach will enhance 
the safety of women and children in imminent danger of family and domestic violence through 
a coordinated, integrated approach and improved referral pathways. The newly reformed family and 
domestic service system will commence on 1 October 2015. 
I had the pleasure of meeting with the people from the Patricia Giles Centre on Monday and spent 
a reasonable amount of time talking to the CEO up there, Kedy Kristal. Given that centre has picked up 
the contract to do the work at the new Ellenbrook facility, we talked at length about how that will 
happen and about how the lead agency role in the metropolitan area family and domestic violence 
services will operate in hubs with the lead agency in each service. That lead agency is receiving 
additional funding to provide that coordination service and to make sure that if at any time a woman 
and children at extreme risk arrive at that facility, they will be able to be accommodated. No-one will be 
turned away.  
Those are the additional services being put in place around the new frontline services.  

(3) To enable those lead agencies to undertake that role, funding for this role has been increased to 
$800 000 per annum for each lead agency to reflect the additional coordination responses.  

I can only assume that Hon Alanna Clohesy is feeling a little concerned about the motion coming up in which 
she suggests the government is doing nothing in this area. However, that motion was put on the books about June 
2013. 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! I think the minister is just winding up her answer.  

Hon HELEN MORTON: Yes, Mr President, I am wrapping up because it was very good to see the level of 
support that came from the community sector and the agencies involved in family and domestic violence for this 
new Freedom from Fear campaign, and the substantial support that has been given to us from the media on this. 
It is one of these times when I think the opposition should get behind the government and support it rather than 
play politics with it.  

Hon Ken Travers interjected. 
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The PRESIDENT: Order!  

Point of Order 

Hon SUE ELLERY: The point of order goes to the standing order—I do not have the number in front me—
about reference to imputations of members. Number one, it was absolutely unnecessary. There is no standing 
order for that, but there is a standing order about making imputations of members’ motivations and the minister 
just breached it.  
Several members interjected  
The PRESIDENT: Order! Standing order 45, I think, is the one you meant. It refers to imputations and personal 
reflections. It states — 

All imputations of improper motives and all personal reflections on Members shall be considered highly 
disorderly. 

There is a line I have to draw, as the President, which is a bit hard to judge sometimes because a lot of things are 
said in this chamber and across the chamber that people may take offence at from time to time. Some people may 
take offence when others might not. If it is absolutely personally directed to an individual, I think that is where 
I would draw the line. Lots of things are said in a general sense and, I think, although the minister skated on very 
thin ice, I do not think she made a personal remark aimed at any particular member. In that sense, I do not consider 
it disorderly but I ask all members to take into consideration how they say things. You do hurt people’s feelings 
from time to time and you do run very close to making quite personal and hurtful allegations, so in that sense, I will 
leave it there but with a warning, I suppose, to the minister and to every other member in that regard. 
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